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Health  Department, 

Argyle  Street, 

Hebburn, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebbum  Urban 

District  Council. 

Madam  Chairman,  Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1951,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  District. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording-  my  grateful 
appreciation  for  the  assistance  I have  received  from  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council,  and  also  from  the  Staff  of  the  Health 
and  Cleansing  Departments. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  N.  SWAINSTON, 
M.B.,  B.S., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistical  Summary  and  Social  Conditions — 1951. 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Population  at  1951  Census — 23,169. 

Population — Registrar  General’s  Estimate — 23,140. 

Area  of  District — 1,676.415  acres- 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according-  to  rate  books — 6,670. 
Rateable  Value— £106,063. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £394. 


No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 


By  Local 
Authority. 

By  other 
Bodies  or 

Pe  rsons. 

| 

Total. 

With  State  assistance  under 
the  Housing  Acts 

8 

62 

70 

Without  State  assistance 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

8 

62 

70 

1 

EXTRACTS  F R O IV!  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Males.  Females. 

Total. 

Live  Births  (legitimate)  

241  194 

435 

Live  Births  (illegitimate)  

8 3 

11 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

19.2 

Still  Births  (legitimate)  

11  8 

19 

Still  Births  (illegitimate)  

— — 

— 

Still  Births  per  1,000  total  births 

40.8 

Still  Births  per  1,000  population... 

0.82 

Deaths  

162  109 

271 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

11.7 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

51.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  52.9 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births Nil. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 


4.4 


6 


DEATHS. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  , 37 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil. 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  & Enteritis  (under  2 years)  1 

POPULATION. 

The  census  taken  during  1951  showed  a population  of  23,169. 
The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  was  23,140,  an 
increase  of  150  over  the  previous  year. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  practically  the  same  as  the  previous  year, 
being  19.2  in  1951  and  19.1  in  1950. 

There  were  446  live  births  compared  with  466  in  1950,  a 
decrease  of  20.  The  live  Births  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
15.5. 

In  addition  there  were  19  still  births,  representing  a Still  Birth 
Rate  of  40.8  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still).  The  rate  for 
1950  was  36.5.  There  were  11  illegitimate  births  compared  with 
17  in  1950. 

DEATH  RATE. 

The  Death  Rate  shows  a slight  increase  from  11.5  in  1950  to 
11.7  in  1951.  The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Hebburn  residents 
was  271  compared  with  266  in  1950  an  increase  of  5.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.5. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  was  a rise  in  the  death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of 
age  from  40.1  per  1,000  live  births  in  1950  to  51.5  last  year.  The 
increase  was  chiefly  due  to  the  decline  in  the  total  number  of  births 
in  1951. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1951  was  29.6. 

There  were  23  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  and  of 
these  11  died  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  The  comparable 
figures  for  1950  were  18  and  5. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  2 deaths  from  causes  due  to  childbirth  during  the 
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year  representing-  a maternal  death  rate  of  4.4  per  1,000  live  births. 
There  were  no  deaths  in  1950. 


DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS  (Under  2 years). 

There  was  one  death  from  this  cause,  giving  a rate  of  2.24  per 
1,000  live  births.  The  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1.4. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Hebburn  for  Previous  Years. 


Year. 

Population. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate. 

1906 

23,336 

34.8 

16.0 

136 

1916 

23,060 

30.2 

15.6 

104 

1926 

26,190 

26.6 

11.8 

97 

1936 

22,939 

18.7 

13.3 

90.7 

1937 

22,700 

16.9 

12.7 

67.9 

1938 

22,950 

19.0 

11.7 

69.0 

1939 

23,490 

17.6 

12.0 

48.3 

1940 

21,770 

20.4 

14.3 

65.3 

1941 

22,200 

18.0 

15.5 

128.4 

1942 

21,950 

18.7 

13.1 

80 

1943 

21.760 

20.7 

13.7 

64 

1944 

22,290 

22.1 

13.8 

56 

1945 

22,250 

19.3 

11.5 

48 

1946 

22,780 

22.0 

12.8 

67.6 

1947 

22,750 

22.1 

12.3 

65.6 

1948 

22,990 

20.0 

10.8 

32.4 

1949 

23,050 

21.08 

10.6 

34.9 

1950 

22,990 

19.1 

11.5 

40.1 

1951 

23,140 

19.2 

11.7 

51.5 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  notified  during-  1951,  namely,  789  compared  with 
550  in  1950.  The  increase  was  larg-ely  due  to  the  incidence  of 
whooping-  cough  and  to  a lesser  extent  to  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  pneumonia  and  scarlet  fever. 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  infectious  disease  was  16  com- 
pared with  17  in  1950. 

A satisfactory  feature  was  the  reduced  incidence  of  diphtheria 
which  continued  during  the  year. 


8 


DIPHTHERIA. 

2 cases  were  notified  and  admitted  to  hospital.  There  were 
no  deaths. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

During-  the  year  1951,  276  children  under  5 years  of  age,  and 
15  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  were  immunised.  45  further  child- 
ren received  a third  or  re-inforcing  dose  of  serum. 

Included  in  these  figures  are  99  children  immunised  at  the 
Hebburn  Clinic. 


Year. 

Mumfoer  of  Children 

immunised. 

0-5  Yrs.  6-15  Yrs. 

Percentage 

immunised, 

0-5  Yrs.  6-15  Yrs, 

No.  of 
Cases  of 
Diphtheria. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

1946 

805 

3473 

40% 

92% 

, 

2 

— i 

1947 

768 

3433 

35% 

94% 

2 

— 

1948 

905 

3432 

41% 

96% 

2 

— 

1949 

960 

3405 

44% 

95% 

1 

1 

1950 

988 

3348 

46% 

97% 

5 

1 

1951 

1049 

3358 

48% 

93% 

2 

— 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 
information,  relating  to  the  number  of  patients  from  the  Hebburn 
Urban  District  who  were  treated  at  the  Newcastle  and  South 
Shields  Clinics  during  1951. 


Syphilis. 

M.  F 

Soft  Sore, 

M.  F. 

Gonorrhoea. 

M.  F. 

Most-Venereal. 

M.  F. 

Total. 

M.  F. 

Newcastle  ... 

2 

5 

— — 

9 4 

32 

6 

43 

15 

South  Shields 

1 

2 

— — 

2 — 

7 

1 

10 

3 

Total  ... 

3 

7 

— — 

11  4 

39 

7 

53 

18 

The  total 

number 

attending 

in  1950 

was  48 

males 

and  1 1 

females. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis. — 39  notifications  were  received  com- 
pared with  45  in  1950. 

N on-respiratory  Tuberculosis. — 7 notifications  were  received 
compared  with  5 in  1950. 

There  were  2 deaths  compared  with  none  last  year. 
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Mass  Radiography. — On  two  occasions  the  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  visited  the  Hebburn  Clinic. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Unit  for  the  following* 
statistics. 
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FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  no  cases  or  suspected  cases  of  food  poisoning 
during  the  year. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948— SECTION  47. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  this  section 
during  the  year. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  HEBBURN,  1851. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infection 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 
bronchus  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus... 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart 
disease 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 
tion 

Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  & operations  of  war 

All  causes  ... 


Males 

Females 

Total 

% of  Total 
Deaths 

11 

3 

14 

5.1 

2 

— 

2 

0.74 

1 

__ 

1 

0.36 

6 



1 

7 

2.5 

4 

2 

6 

2.2 

— 

3 

3 

1.1 

15 

6 

21 

8.0 

— 

1 

1 

0.36 

15 

14 

29 

10.7 

14 

6 

20 

7.4 

6 

4 

10 

3.7 

8 

17 

25 

9.2 

3 

2 

5 

1.8 

3 

4 

7 

2.5 

9 

7 

16 

5.9 

20 

10 

30 

11.0 

- 

2 

2 

0.74 

3 

2 

5 

1.8 

1 

— 

1 

0.36 

2 

2 

0.74 

2 

— 

2 

0.74 



2 

2 

0.74 

3 

1 

4 

1.6 

23 

17 

40 

14.8 

1 1 

— 

1 

0.36 

7 

2 

9 

3.3 

5 

— 

5 

1.8 

— 

1 

1 

0.36 

162 

109 

271 
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Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in 

the  Year  1951. 

England  and  Wales,  London,  126  Great  Towns,  148  Smaller 

Towns  and  Hebburn  U.D. 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns). 


186 

148  Smaller 

County 

Towns 

England 

Boroughs 

Resident 

London 

and 

& (-treat 

Population 

Admin- 

Wales 

Towns 

25,000- 

istrative 

Hebburn 

(Inc.  uding 

50,000  at 

Countv 

London)  1951  Census 

Births. 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population. 

Live 

15.56 

17.3 

16.7 

17.8 

19.2 

Still  

Deaths. 

0.36 

0.45 

0.38 

0.37 

0.82 

All  causes 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

12.5 

13.4 

12.5 

13.1 

11.7 

Fevers 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Tuberculosis 

0.31 

0.37 

0.31 

0.38 

0.69 

Influenza 

0.38 

0.36 

0.38 

0.23 

0.30 

Smallpox 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (inc. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis) 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

— 

Pneumonia 

0.61 

0.65 

0.63 

o.6i 

0.69 

Notifications  (corrected). 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

— 

Meningococceal  Infection 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.11 

1.20 

1.20 

1.10 

1.46 

Whooping  Cough 

3.87 

3.62 

4.00 

3.11 

12.58 

Diphtheria 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

o.o: 

0.08 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.15 

0.08 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— - 

Measles  ... 

14.07 

13.93 

14.82 

14.64 

17.45 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomveltis  (includ- 

0.99 

1.04 

0.96 

0.72 

2.24 

ing  Polioencephalitis). 
Paralytic 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.04 

Non-paralytic 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

0.13 

0.15 

0.08 

0.23 

— 

Deaths. 

Rates  per  1,009  Live  Births. 

All  causes  under  1 year  of 

age  _ ... 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

29.6  (a) 

33.9 

27.6 

26.4 

51.5 

under  2 years  of  age... 

1.4 

1.6 

1.0 

0.7 

2.24 

Rates  per  1,000 

Total  (Live  and  Still) 

Notifications  (corrected). 

Births. 

Puerperal  fever  & pyrexia 

10.66 

13.77 

8.08 

14.90 

— 

(a)  per  1,000  related  live  births. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  SN  THE  AREA. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR 

For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1951. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  the  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Company,  and  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

Following  a complaint  of  contamination  of  the  water  supply 
to  a factory,  a sample  was  submitted  for  bacteriologdcal  examin- 
ation with  the  following-  result:  — 

“Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  McConkey  2 days  37° — 
0 per  100  ml. 

This  may  be  regarded  as  a first  class  water.  There  is  no 
evidence  of  any  contamination”. 

Water  is  piped  to  all  premises  in  the  area,  but  in  a consider- 
able number  of  the  older  dwelling  houses  the  supply  is  in  the  rear 
yards  only,  in  many  cases  being  shared  by  several  tenants. 

DR  A!  MACE  AMD  SEWERAGE, 

All  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  River  Tyne  without  treat- 
ment. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  are  6,542  water  closets  and  7 ash  closets  in  the  area. 

COLLECTION  AMD  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  Cleansing  Department  with 
whom  close  co-operation  is  maintained. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  watercourse  which  enters  Hebburn  at  its  southern 
boundary  and  discharges  into  Hebburn  Hall  ponds  was  found  to  be 
in  a polluted  condition.  Bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of 
water  showed  pollution,  B.  coli  organisms  being  present  in  all 
dilutions,  but  these  were  not  of  a faecal  type,  although  sewage  was 
being  discharged  into  the  watercourse  within  the  Hebburn  area. 
The  necessary  steps  are  being  taken  to  abate  this  nuisance. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  following-  is  a summanry  of  complaints  and  visits  of 
inspection,  etc.,  made  during  the  year:  — 

Complaints  received  386 

Nuisances  53 

Drainage,  inspection  and  testing  65 

Council  houses  126 

Re-housing  investigations  351 

Housing,  disrepair  607 

Housing,  survey  506 

Food  Premises  237 

Food  inspection  88 

Licensed  premises  33 

Factories  . . 68 

Sanitary  accommodation  10 

Rodent  control  104 

Water  supply  4 

Infectious  diseases  66 

Refuse  accommodation  50 

Ice  Cream  premises  43 

Milk  shops  and  dairies  46 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises  43 

Atmospheric  Pollution  49 

Overcrowding  2 

Keeping  of  animals  18 

Shops  Acts  3 

Requisitioning  of  property  9 

Watercourses  pollution  4 

Miscellaneous  visits  44 

Re-visits  661 

NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 

Buildings. 

Roofs  and  spouting:  overhauled  and  repaired  338 

Floors  and  skirtings:  repaired  and  renewed  57 

Internal  walls  and  ceilings:  repaired  and  renewed  97 

External  walls  : repaired  and  pointed  70 

Chimneys,  fireplaces  and  ranges  : repaired  and  renewed  97 

Doors,  stairs  and  windows:  repaired  and  renewed  167 

Scullery  sinks  and  benches  : repaired  and  renewed  , . 48 

Foodstores  : repaired  and  provided  24 

Dampness  in  walls  remedied  84 
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Sanitary  Accommodation  and  Drainage. 

Waterclosets  and  choked  drains  : cleared  54 

Waterclosets  basins  and  fittings  : repaired  and  renewed  51 

Gullies  and  gratings : renewed  7 

Waste  pipes:  repaired  and  renewed  39 

Washing  Accommodation. 

Washing  facilities:  provided  ...,  3 

Wash-boilers,  firebars,  etc.,  repaired  and  renewed  13 

Yards  and  Outbuildings. 

Yard  paving:  repaired  11 

Yard  walls  and  doors  : repaired  and  renewed  61 

Outbuildings  : repaired  and  re-built  160 


Other  Nuisances. 

Water  supply  pipes  and  fittings : repaired  and  renewed  20 


Dustbins:  renewed  67 

Accumulations  of  refuse:  removed  3 

Keeping  of  animals  1 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  • 7 


Total  ....  1446 


Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  514 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  (Public  Health  Acts)  ...  246 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  (Housing  Acts)  ...  10 

The  owners  of  five  flats  appealed  against  notices  served  upon 
them  under  Section  75,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  the 
renewal  of  dustbins.  The  appeal,  heard  at  Hebburn  Magistrates 
Court,  was  dismissed  without  costs.  The  Council  supplied  the 
dustbins  and  the  cost  recovered. 

In  three  instances  summonses  were  issued  where  owners  failed 
to  comply  with  Statutory  Notices  of  the  Council  served  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  In  each  case  the  work 
was  completed  and  the  summons  withdrawn. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Action  taken  for  the  eradication  of  bed-bugs. 

Council  houses.  Other  houses. 

Number  of  houses  infested  — 39 
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As  a precautionary  measure,  36  Council  houses  which  became 
vacant,  were  sprayed  prior  to  occupation  by  the  ingoing-  tenant. 

No  general  disinfestation  scheme  for  Council  houses  and 
removals  to  Council  houses  is  in  operation.  Complaints  of  bug 
infestation  are  investigated  and  treatment  carried  out. 

Insecticide  is  issued  free  of  cost  to  householders. 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  now  no  common  lodging  houses  in  Hebburn.  The 
workmen’s  hostel,  which  is  privately  owned,  continues  to  be  main- 
tained in  a satisfactory  condition. 

These  premises  provide  accommodation  in  some  376  seperate 
cubicles,  and  are  fitted  with  baths,  steam  laundry,  kitchens,  dining 
and  recreation  rooms  and  a licenced  bar.  Cubicles  in  the  north 
block  are  at  present  closed.  The  residents  are  mostly  old  age 
pensioners,  but  ships’  native  crews  are  also  accommodated  in 
separate  quarters. 

In  connection  with  the  latter,  frequent  visits  were  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  surveillance,  these  seamen  often  arriving  by  air 
from  smallpox  areas  overseas. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  120  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
periodic  inspections  were  made  of  places  of  public  entertainment 
all  of  which  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

66  Visits  were  made  to  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Disinfection  was  carried  out  where 
necessary. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Indus- 
trial Research,  two  deposits  gauges  were  set  up  for  recording 
atmospheric  deposit  in  the  area.  The  two  sites  selected  were  at 
Palmers  Works  and  the  Cemetery,  the  former  operating  from 
April,  and  the  latter  from  August. 
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ANALYSES  OF  DEPOSIT  IN  TWO  GAUGES. 


Palmers  Hebburn. 

Cemetery- 

Total  for 

Monthly 

Total  for 

Monthly 

9 Months 

Average 

5 Months 

Average 

Rainfall  (inches) 

22.41 

2.49 

13.84 

2.77 

English  tons  per  square 

mile 

Total  Insoluble  Matter 

129.19 

14.35 

71.31 

14.26 

Tar  

0.90 

0.10 

0.68 

0.13 

Ash 

87. L3 

9.68 

51.31 

10.26 

Other  Combustible 

Alatter 

41.16 

4.56 

19.35 

3.87 

Total  Soluble  Matter 

62.45 

6.94 

36.15 

7.23 

Lime  as  Ca 

5.48 

0.61 

4.41 

0.88 

Sulphate  as  SO^ 

12.96 

1.44 

9.58 

1.91 

Chlorine  as  Cl  ... 

11.20 

1.24 

7.61 

1.52 

Total  Solids  (in  tons) 

Collected  

202.84 

22.53 

115.07 

23.01 

RODENT  CONTROL — PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY 
PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

35  complaints  of  infestations  of  rats  and  mice  were  notified 
during  the  year  and  104  visits  paid  by  inspectors  in  connection 
therewith. 

There  were  1 major  and  26  minor  infestations. 

Dwelling  houses  and  Church  treated  ...  17 


Business  premises  treated  9 

Allotments  treated  ....... j..., 1 

Total  amount  recoverable  £9  16s.  3d. 


A trained  employee  of  the  Cleansing  Department  is  engaged 
part  time  in  dealing  with  infestations,  laying  baits,  etc.,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

One  treatment  of  the  Council’s  sewers,  refuse  tip  and  depot 
was  carried  out  by  two  employees  who  were  fully  engaged  for  the 
period  of  treatment. 

RAC  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT, 
1951. 

This  Act  together  with  Regulations,  came  into  operation  dur- 
ing the  year,  its  purpose  being  to  secure  the  use  of  clean  filling- 
materials  in  upholstered  articles  and  other  articles  which  are 
stuffed  or  lined. 

There  are  at  present  no  registered  premises  in  Hebburn. 
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FACTORIES  ACT. 

(1)  Inspections. 


The  following-  inspections  of  factories  were  made  during-  the 
year : — 


Premises. 

Number  on 
Register. 

Inspections 

Notices. 

Wri'ttten 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  

14 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

54 

53 

5 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority (excluding  out- 
workers premises)  ... 

10 

9 

Total  ..*. 

78 

68 

5 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  defects  found  in  the  course  of 
inspection : — • 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Referred. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

i 

To  H.M. 

Inspector. 

By  H.M. 

Inspector. 

Numqer  of 
Caees  in  which 
prosecutions 

were 

in*tituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  

1 

1 

— 

1 

— ■ 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6).. 

1 

1 

— - 

— 

— - 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  insufficient  

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  

3 

3 

— 

— 



(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 

Outwork  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

5 

5 

— 

1 

— 

(2)  Outworkers. 

4 Outworkers  premises  were  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 


(3)  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire. 

No  certificates  were  issued  during  the  year. 
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Housing. 

HOUSES. 

86  houses  were  built  with  State  Assistance,  and  occupied  dur- 
ing the  year. 

(1)  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts  805 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  1,948 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation 
Regulations,  1925  & 1932  291 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  506 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  so  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  4 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  25 

(2)  REIVSEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE 

OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 
or  its  officers  32-9 

(3)  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  NOTICES. 

(A).  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  11  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  - dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

“notices”  were  served  requiring  repairs  10 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  10 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 
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(B) .  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

“notices” were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  — 246 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  214 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(C) .  Proceedings  under  Section  11  & 12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil. 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu- 

ance of  Demolition  Orders  1 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  not 

demolished  (Housing  Act,  1949,  Section  3) Nil. 

(D) .  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Acts, 

1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  2 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ,, Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  houses  Permanently  Discontinued  as 

Dwellings  and  not  included  above  Nil. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1 949  (SECTION  2t>). 

(A)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

whiich  application  for  grants  have  been  received  Nil. 

(B)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  applications  for  grant  have  been  approved  Nil. 

UNFIT  HOUSES. 

The  following  unfit  dwelling  houses  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year : — 
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Redhouse  Farm. 

The  dwelling'  house  and  the  whole  of  the  Farm  buildings  were 
demolished  by  the  owners. 

10,  Tennant  Street. 

A closing  order  was  made  by  the  Council  on  the  17th  April, 
1951,  in  respect  of  two  first  floor  dwellings  in  this  tenement  build- 
ing. One  of  the  tenants  was  re-housed  by  the  Council  and  the 
remaining  tenant  is  still  in  occupation. 

21,  23,  49 K,  57bk,  59bk,  63bk,  67bk,  69^bk,  Carr  Street,  and 
1 & 3,  Bewick  Street. 

The  properties  were  the  subject  of  Closing  Orders  made  in 
1948.  Owing  to  the  rapidly  deteriorating  condition  of  the  dwelling 
houses,  the  Council  re-housed  the  tenants,  and  the  owner  subse- 
quently demolished  the  property. 

Staithe  House  Inn,  Pelaw  Main. 

The  living  accommodation  at  this  public  house  was  found  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Following  a meeting  with  the 
Council,  the  owners  submitted  proposals  for  extensive  repair  and 
renovation  to  the  living  accommodation,  bar  and  cellar,  the  work 
had  not  commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Tyne  View. 

The  tenant  of  this  house,  which  was  the  subject  of  a Closing 
Order,  was  re-housed  by  the  Council,  and  a portion  of  the  premises 
demolished  by  the  owner 

SLUM  CLEAR  AM  GE. 

On  the  6th  March,  1951,  the  Council  declared  five  Clearance 
Areas  as  follows:  — 

1.  Hebburn  (Edward  Street)  Clearance  Area  (43  tenancies, 

172  persons). 

2.  Hebburn  (Lyon  Street  No.  1)  Clearance  Area  (10  tenancies, 

24  persons). 

3.  Hebburn  (Lyon  Street  No.  2)  Clearance  Area  (10  tenancies, 

39  persons). 

4.  Hebburn  (William  Street  No.  1)  Clearance  Area  (18  ten- 

ancies, 74  persons). 

5.  Hebburn  (William  Street  No.  2)  Clearance  Area  (16  ten- 

ancies, 64  persons). 

A total  of  97  tenancies  involving  373  persons. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year,  none  of  the  Areas  had  been  dealt  with. 
As  reported  last  year,  the  condition  of  large  numbers  of  houses  in 
the  old  areas  will  require  drastic  action  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

Notices  continue  to  be  served  on  owners  for  the  essential 
repairs  to  keep  the  premises  weathertight,  but  these  are  only  of  a 
temporary  nature,  as  most  of  the  houses  are  beyond  permanent 
repair.  This  is  reflected  on  the  increased  number  of  notices  which 
were  served  (514  informal  notices  and  247  Statutory  Notices  in 
respect  of  1,446  defects  as  compared  with  431  informal  notices  and 
162  statutory  notices  in  respect  of  1,236  defects  in  1950).  More 
than  one  notice  is  frequently  served  in  respect  of  the  same  house 
within  a year. 

When  tenants  of  these  houses  are  re-housed  by  the  Council 
the  vacated  houses  are  quickly  re-let  to  young  married  couples,  often 
with  babies.  Consequently  the  problem  of  families  living  in  these 
totally  unfit  dwellings  remains  unsolved,  and  will  continue  to  do  so 
until  wholesale  demolition  and  replacement  is  achieved. 

The  great  prevalence  of  two-roomed  dwellings  in  these  areas, 
the  consequent  overcrowding,  and  the  ability  or  otherwise  to  pay 
the  present  day  rents  of  new  houses  accentuates  the  problem 
further 

RE-HOU'SIMG. 

During  the  year  137  allocations  were  made  to  Council  houses 


as  follows : — 

New  houses  86 

Houses  re-let  23 

Aged  Persons  Cottages  16 

Prefabs  re-let  5 

N.E.H.A.  houses  re-let  7 


Total  ...  137 


In  addition  a number  of  exchanges  and  transfers  were  approved 
by  the  Housing  Committee. 

All  allocations,  with  the  exception  of  12  tenants  from  properties 
subject  to  closing  Orders,  were  made  from  the  Council’s  Housing 
Lists  in  accordance  with  their  points  scheme. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 
and  Food  Premises. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

During-  the  year  6 milk  distributors  were  registered,  2 for  the 
sale  of  pasteurised  milk  and  4 for  sterilzed  milk.  I distributor  was 
removed  from  the  regdster  upon  closing-  down  his  business. 

The  following-  licences  were  in  operation  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1951  : — 

Principal  Supplementary 
Licences.  Licences. 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ..,  3 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  5 

Sterilized  Milk  ...  ...  ...  55 


1 

2 


64 


3 


ICE  CREAM. 

During-  the  year  3 premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream  under  the  provisions  of  Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938. 

There  are  at  present  36  premises  registered  in  the  district,  2 
for  manufacture  and  sale,  and  34  for  retail  sale  only. 


MEAT. 

All  slaughtering  is  centralised  at  Newcastle  under  Ministry  of 
Food  control. 


FOOD  PREMISES. 

All  food  preparing  and  retail  premises  continue  to  be  inspected 
reg'ularly  and  any  infringements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  or  the 
Council’s  Byelaws  are  immediately  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
proprietors. 

The  conditions  under  which  food  is  prepared  and  sold  have 
markedly  improved,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement, 
especially  where  the  actual  food  handler  is  concerned. 

The  majority  of  premises  now  have  a supply  of  continuous  hot 
water  installed  for  washing  purposes,  and  trades  have  been  advised 
as  to  the  storage  and  display  of  cooked  meats,  cream  confectionery, 
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cakes,  and  food  of  a similar  nature  where  contamination  was 
likely. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

A firm  of  bakers  was  summoned  under  Section  9 of  the  Food 
and  Drug's  Act,  1938,  for  consigning  to  a shop  in  Hebburn  a loaf 
of  bread  containing*  a piece  of  cloth. 

The  firm  was  fined  £50  at  Hebburn  Police  Court. 


UNSOUND  FOOD 

The  following  foodstuffs  which  were  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


Meat, 

Beef  (improted)  

Lamb  (home  killed)  

Liver  (imported)  

Tripe  

Provisions. 

Apricots  (dried)  

Bacon  

Beans  

Cabbages  

Cheese  

Cocoa  

Currants  

Carrots  (dehydrated)  

Dates  

Emergency  Rations  

Fats,  cooking  

Figs  

Hops,  dried  

Oats  

Peas,  dried  

Sag-o  

o 

Tomatoes  : 

Canned  and  Bottled  Foods. 

Baby  Food  

Fruit  

Fish  , 

Jam  

Meat  

Milk  

Pickles  

Soups  

Vegetables  


Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs.  Number. 
1 1 14 

1 12 

10 
21 


8 

5 

1 4 

1 3 4 

6 

1 2 

1 22 

1 2 

2 1 22 

141  tins 

1 12 

24 
12 

2 25 

3 6 

1 3 

2 24 


4 

3 9 

15 
6 

5 3 12 

150  tins 

1 21 

12 

1 1 21 


Total 


19 


3 


0 
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FOOD  ANALYSIS. 

Return  of  Samples  submitted  for  Analysis  from  the  Urban 
District  of  Hebburn,  North-East  Division,  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1951. 


ARTICLE. 

• 

Number  Analysed. 

Number  adulterated 
or  otherwise  giving 
rise  to  irregularity. 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Total. 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Total. 

. 

Bilberry  Jam  

I 

I 

Coconut  Des 

I 

I 

Castor  Oil  

I 

I 

Cornflour  

I 

I 

Custard  Powder  

I 

I 

Epsom  Salts  

I 

I 

Glycerine  

I 

I 

Icing  Sugar  

I 

I 

Milk  

16 

16 

2 

Mincemeat  

i 

i 

2 

Paraffin  Medicinal  

i 

i 

Olive  Oil  , 

i 

i 

Sausage,  Beef  

3 

3 

Sausage,  Pork  

i 

T 

Sugar  

2 

2 

Tea  

I 

I 

34 

— 

34 

2 

— 

2 

Two  of  the  milk  samples  contained  a small  amount  of  added 
water.  The  Vendors  were  cautioned  by  the  Clerk  of  the  County 
Council. 


W.  S.  BRUCE,  M.R.SAN.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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